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CRHpCeR  I.  ^  eUmclecb  driven  by 
famine  into  JMoab,  dieth.  T>\q  two  sons 
marry  wives  of  JNIoab,  and  die  also.^ 
]Vaomi  returning  homeward,  dissuad- 
etb  her  two  daughters  in  law  from  go- 
ing with  her.^Orpah  leaveth  her,  but 
Ruth  cleaveth  unto  her.  Chey  two  come 
to  Beth-lehem. 


ZDS  BOOK  Of  Rarn 

]^D  IC  CH)Vie  CO 
PH8S  in  tbc  DHYB 

oiReisr  cne  lao- 
6esiaD6eD,that 

CDeRewasafHlM- 
IISeinCReLHNO. 
HNOHCeRCHIN 

IviHN  Of  BecR-LeneiM-naoHD 
caejsrc  co  so^oaRjsr  ^^f  ci>e 
coa^fCRY  Of  iMOHB,  ne,  Hjsf  d 
ms  aiife,  hnd  ris  coio  soiss. 
Hi^D  cRe  ^fH)VIe  Of  cRe  )vihn 
aiHS  enjvieLecR,  h^d  CRe 

riH)Me  Of  RIB  Ollf  e  NHO)VII, 

HNO  CRe  isTHivie  of  ris  caio 

80^f8  )VIHRLO^^HNOCR^HO^f, 

epRRHCRXcee  of  secR-Le- 
ReiM-iaoHR.  H^D  cReY  CH)vie 
INCO  CRe  cooNCRY  of  jmohb, 
H)S[o  corsfcii^aeD  cReRe.  H^fD 


GUmetech  ]^aomt^9  husband  died;  and 
ebc  was  left,  and  her  two  sons.^Hnd 
they  took  them  wives  of  the  women  of 
JVIoab;  the  name  of  the  one  was  Orpah, 
and  the  name  of  the  other  Ruth:  <&  they 
dwelled  there  about  ten  years.  Hnd  )VIah- 
lon  and  Chilion  died  both  of  them;  and 
the  woman  was  left  of  her  two  child- 
ren and  of  her  husband,  r*^  Chen  she  a- 
rose  with  her  daughters  in  law,  that  she 
might  return  from  the  country  of  JMo- 
ab:  for  she  had  heard  in  the  country  of 
jVIoab  how  that  the  Lord  had  visited  his 
people  in  giving  them  bread.^Hnd  she 
went  forth  out  of  the  place  where  she 
was,  A  her  two  daughters  in  law  with 
her;  and  they  went  on  the  way  to  return 
unto  the  land  of  'Judah.r^^Hnd  J^aomi 
said  unto  her  two  daughters  in  law,  Go, 
return  eachof  you  to  her  mother's  house: 
the  Lord  deal  kindly  with  you,as  ye  have 
dealtwiththedead,&withmeXheLord 
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grant  you  that  ye  may  find  rest,  each  of 
you  in  the  house  of  her  husband.  Chen 
she  kissed  them ;  and  they  lifted  up  their 
voice,  and  wept.r*^Hnd  they  said  unto 
her,  I^ay,  but  we  will  return  with  thee 
unto  thy  people.  Hnd  ]Vaomi  said,  Curn 
again,  my  daughters:  why  will  ye  go 
with  me?  haw  X  yet  sons  in  my  womb, 
that  they  may  be  your  husbands?  Cum 
again,  my  daughters,  go  your  way;  for 
X  am  too  old  to  have  an  husband.  If  X 
should  say,  X  have  hope,  if  X  should  ev- 
en have  an  husband  to-night,  and  should 
also  bear  sons;  would  ye  therefore  tar- 
ry till  they  were  grown?  would  ye  there- 
fore stay  from  having  husbands?  nay, 
my  daughters;  for  it  grieveth  me  much 
for  your  8akes,f  or  the  hand  of  the  Lord 
isgoneforthagainstme.^Hndtheylif- 
ted  up  their  voice,  <&  wept  again:  St.  Or- 
pah  kissed  her  mother  in  law;  but  Ruth 
clave  unto  her.  Hnd  she  said,  Behold,  thy 
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8t9ter  in  law  is  gone  back  unto  her  peo- 
ple, and  unto  her  god:  return  thou  af- 
ter thy  sister  in  law./?Hnd  Ruth  said, 
,«?Intreat  me  not  to  leave  thee,  and  to 
return  from  following  after  thee:  for 
whither  thou  goest,  X  will  go;  <St  where 
thou  lodgest,  I  will  lodge:  thy  people 
shall  be  my  people,  <&  thy  God  my  6od: 
where  thou  diest,  will  I  die,  and  there 
will  X  be  buried:  the  Lord  do  so  to  me, 
and  more  also,  if  aught  but  death  part 
thee  <&  me,^Hnd  when  she  saw  that  she 
was  stedf  astly  minded  to  go  with  her, 
she  left  speaking  unto  her.  So  they  two 
went  until  they  came  to  Beth-lehem.^ 
Hnd  it  came  to  pass,  when  they  were 
come  to  Beth-lehem,  that  all  thecity  was 
moved  about  them,and  the  women  said. 
Is  this  ]^aomi  ?  ^^  Hnd  she  said  unto 
them,Call  me  not  ]Vaomi,call  me  JMara: 
for  the  Hlmighty  hath  dealt  very  bitter- 
ly with  me.  X  went  out  full,  <St  the  Lord 
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hath  brought  me  home  again  empty:^ 
why  call  ye  me  JVaomi,  seeing  the  Lord 
hath  testified  against  me,  and  the  Hl- 
mighty  hath  afflicted  me?^  So  ]Vaomi 
returned,  and  Ruth  the  jMoabitess,  her 
daughter  in  law,  with  her,  which  return- 
ed out  of  the  country  of  )>loab :  and  they 
came  to  Beth-lehem  in  the  beginning  of 
barley  harvest. 
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CRHpCeR  IL,«?Ruth  glcatieth  in  the 
fields  of  Boaz.  ^  Boaz  inquircth  con- 
cerning hcVf  Sl  shcwctb  her  great  favour 
^Chat  which  she  gleaneth  she  carrieth 
to  J^aomi. 


f^D  l^aomi  bad  a  kinsman 
,  of  her  husband's,  a  migbty 
man  of  wcaltb,  of  the  fam- 
ily of  BlimcUcb ;  t^  and  bis 
name  was  Boaz.  Hnd  Rutb 
tbe  jMoabitcss  said  unto  ]Vaomi,  Let  me 
now  go  to  tbe  field,  and  glean  among  tbe 
ears  of  corn  after  bim  in  wbose  sigbt  I 
sball  find  grace,  ^^  Hnd  sbe  said  unto 
ber,  60,  my  daughter.  Hnd  sbe  went,  and 
came  and  gleaned  in  tbe  field  after  tbe 
reapers:  and  ber  bap  was  to  ligbt  on  tbe 
portion  of  tbe  field  belonging  unto  Bo- 
az,  wbo  was  of  tbe  family  of  6limelecb. 
Hnd,  bebold,  Boaz  came  from  Betb-le- 
bem,  and  said  unto  tbe  reapers,  ,*^  Cbe 
Lord  be  witb  you.  Hnd  tbey  answered 
bim,  Cbe  Lord  bless  tbee.^Cben  said 
Boaz  unto  bis  servant  tbat  was  set  over 
tbe  reapers,  Cdbose  damsel  is  tbis?^& 
tbe  servant  tbat  was  set  over  tbe  reap- 
ers answered  and  said.  It  is  tbe  jMoabi- 


tish  datnsclthat  came  bach  with  T^aoitii 
out  of  the  country  of  JMoab:  &  she  said^ 
Let  me  glean,  I  pray  you,  and  gather  af- 
ter the  reapers  among  the  sheaves:  so 
she  came,  and  hath  continued  even  from 
the  morning  until  now,  save  that  she 
tarried  a  little  in  the  housc^Chen  said 
Boaz  unto  Ruth,  [Nearest  thou  not,  my 
daughter  ?^6o  not  to  glean  in  another 
field,  neither  pass  from  hence,  but  abide 
here  fast  by  my  maidens*  /^  Let  thine 
eyes  be  on  the  field  that  they  do  reap, 
^gothou  after  them:  havel  not  charg- 
ed the  young  men  that  they  shall  not 
touch  thee?  ^  when  thou  art  athirst,  go 
unto  the  vessels,  ^  drink  of  that  which 
the  young  men  have  drawn.^Chen  she 
fell  on  her  face,  and  bowed  herself  to 
the  ground,  <fit  said  unto  him,  ^hy  have 
I  found  grace  in  thy  sight,  that  thou 
shouldest  take  knowledge  of  me,  seeing 
t  am  a  stranger  ?r*?i&  Boaz  answered  Sl 
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eaid  unto  her,  It  bath  fully  been  shew- 
ed me,  all  that  thou  hast  done  unto  thy 
mother  in  law  since  the  death  of  thine 
husband:  and  how  thou  hast  left  thy 
father  and  thy  mother,  and  the  land  of 
thy  nativity,  <&  art  come  unto  a  people 
which  thou  knewest  not  heretofore.^ 
Che  Lord  recompense  thy  work,  and  a 
full  reward  be  given  thee  of  the  Lord, 
the  God  of  Israel,  under  whose  wings 
thou  art  come  to  take  refuge.r*?Chen  she 
said.  Let  me  find  grace  in  thy  sight,  my 
lord;  for  that  thou  hast  comforted  me, 
A  for  that  thou  hast  spoken  kindly  un- 
to thine  handmaid,  though  I  be  not  as 
one  of  thine  handmaidens.r*?<St  at  meal- 
time Boaz  said  unto  her.  Come  hither, 
<&  eat  of  the  bread,  &  dip  thy  morsel  in 
the  vinegar.^<St  she  sat  beside  the  reap- 
ers: and  they  reached  her  parched  com, 
^  she  did  eat,  Sl  was  sufficed,  and  left 
thereof  .r*?^  when  she  was  risen  up  to 
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gtcan^  Boaz  commanded  bis  )Toung  men, 
saying,^  Let  her  glean  even  among  the 
sheaves,  and  reproach  her  not.^<&  also 
pull  out  some  for  her  from  the  bundles, 
^  leave  it,  <St  let  her  glean,  <&  rebuke  her 
not.  r*^  80  she  gleaned  in  the  field  until 
even;  <&  she  beat  out  that  she  had  glean- 
ed, and  it  was  about  an  ephah  of  barley. 
^Hnd  she  took  it  up,  and  went  into  the 
city:  «&  her  mother  in  law  saw  what  she 
had  gleaned:  and  she  brought  forth  and 
gave  to  her  that  she  had  left  after  she 
was  suf  f  iced.r*^Hnd  her  mother  in  law 
said  unto  her,  ^here  hast  thou  gleaned 
to^ay?^and  where  wroughtest  thou? 
blessed  be  he  that  did  take  knowledge  of 
thee.  Hnd  she  shewed  her  mother  in  law 
with  whom  she  had  wrought,  and  said, 
Che  man^s  name  with  whom  I  wrought 
to-day  is  Boaz.  ^  Hnd  JVaomi  said  unto 
her  daughter  in  law,  Blessed  be  he  of  the 
Lord,  who  hath  not  left  off  his  kind- 
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TIC99  to  tbc  living  <&  to  the  dead,  Hnd  jVa- 
otiiisaiduiitober,Cbc  man  isnigbof  kin 
unto  u9,onc  of  our  near  kinsmcn.^Hnd 
Rutb  tbc  JMoabitcss  said,  Y^a,bc  said  un- 
to nic,Cbou  sbaltkccpf  astbymy  young 
men,  until  tbey  bave  ended  all  my  bar- 
vest.  /*?  Hnd  J^aomi  said  unto  Rutb  ber 
daugbter  in  law,  It  is  good,  my  daugb- 
ter,  tbat  tbou  go  out  witb  bis  maidens, 
and  tbat  tbey  meet  tbee  not  in  any  otber 
field,  t^  80  sbe  kept  fast  by  tbe  maid- 
ens of  Boaz  to  glean  unto  tbe  end  of 
barley  barvest  and  of  wbeat  barvest; 
and  sbe  dwelt  witb  ber  motber  in  law. 
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CRHpCeR  HI.  ^  By  ISfaomrs  in- 
struction^^Ruth  Uctb  down  at  the  feet 
of  Boaz.r^Re  acknowledgetb  the  duty 
of  a  kinsman.^and  setideth  her  away 
with  six  measures  of  barley* 


>]^D  J^aomi  her  mother  in 
law  said  unto  her,  ^]My 
daughter,  shall  X  not  seek 
rest  for  thee,  that  it  may  be 
well  with  thee  ?r«^Hnd  now 
is  there  not  Boaz  our  kinsman,  with 
whose  maidens  thou  wast? ^Behold, 
he  winnoweth  barley  to-night  in  the 
threshing-floor.  ^CClash  thyself  there- 
fore, <&  annoint  thee,  <&  put  thy  raiment 
upon  thee,  <St  get  thee  down  to  the  thresh- 
ing-floor :  but  make  not  thyself  known 
unto  the  man,  until  he  shall  have  done 
eating  &  drinking.<^&  it  shall  be,  when 
he  lieth  down,  that  thou  shalt  mark  the 
place  where  he  shall  lie,  and  thou  shalt 
go  in,  and  uncover  his  feet,  and  lay  thee 
down ;  and  he  will  tell  thee  what  thou 
shalt  dc^Hnd  she  said  unto  her,  Hll 
that  thou  sayest  I  will  do.r*^Hnd  she 
went  down  unto  the  threshing-floor,  <& 
did  according  to  all  that  her  mother  in 
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law  bade  ber./«?Hnd  when  Boaz  had  eat- 
en <S^  drunk,  and  bis  heart  was  merry,  he 
went  to  lie  down  at  the  end  of  the  heapof 
corn:  and  she  came  softly,  and  uncover- 
ed his  feet,  and  laid  her  down.^Hnd  it 
came  to  pass  at  midnight,  that  the  man 
was  afraid,  and  turned  himself :  and,  be- 
hold, a  woman  lay  at  his  feet.  ^^  Hnd  be 
said,  Cdbo  art  thou?  <fit  she  answered,  X 
am  Ruth  thine  handmaid:  spread  there- 
fore thy  shirt  over  thine  handmaid;  for 
thou  art  a  near  kinsman.^Hnd  he  said. 
Blessed  be  thou  of  the  Lord,  my  daugh- 
ter: thou  hast  shewed  more  kindness  in 
the  latter  end  than  at  the  beginning,  in- 
asmuch as  thou  f  oUowedst  not  young 
men,  whether  poor  or  rich,  r*?  Hnd  now, 
my  daughter,  fear  not;  X  will  do  to  thee 
all  that  thou  sayest:  for  all  the  city  of 
my  people  doth  know  that  thou  art  a  vir- 
tuous woman.^Hnd  now  it  is  true  that 
X  am  a  near  kinsman :  ^  howbeit  there 
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isakinsmati  nearer  than  X./^Carry  this 
night,  St  it  shall  be  in  the  morning,  that 
if  he  will  perform  unto  thee  the  part  of 
a  kinsman,  well;  let  him  do  the  kins- 
man*s  part:  but  if  he  will  not  do  the  part 
of  a  kinsman  to  thee,  then  will  X  do  the 
part  of  a  kinsman  to  thee,  as  the  Lord 
liveth:  lie  down  until  the  morning.  Hnd 
she  lay  at  his  feet  until  the  morning:  & 
she  rose  up  before  one  could  discern  an- 
other.^f  or  he  said.  Let  it  not  be  known 
that  the  woman  came  to  the  threshing- 
floor.  ^  Hnd  he  said.  Bring  the  mantle 
that  is  upon  thee,  and  hold  it;  Sl  she  held 
it:  and  he  measured  six  measures  of  bar- 
ley, Alaid  it  on  her:  and  he  went  into  the 
city.  Hnd  when  she  came  to  her  mother 
in  law,  she  said,  ^  CKho  art  thou,  my 
daughter?  Hnd  she  told  her  all  that  the 
man  had  done  to  her./?  Hnd  she  said, 
Chese  six  measures  of  barley  gave  he 
me;  for  he  said,  60  not  empty  unto  thy 
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mother  in  law,  Chen  said  she,  Sit  still, 
my  daughter,  until  thou  know  how  the 
matter  will  fall:  for  the  man  will  not 
rest,  until  he  have  finished  the  thing 
this  day* 
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CRHpCeR  lY.  ^  Boaz  caUeth  the 
next  kinsman  before  the  elders;^ but 
he  ref  useth  to  redeem  the  inheritance  of 
BUmelech  according  to  the  manner  in 
Israet^Boaz  buyeth  it.^Re  marrieth 
Ruth./*?  She  beareth  Obed  the  grand- 
father of  David.^Che  generations  of 
pharez. 


|OCI  Boaz  went  up  to  the 
gate,  <St9at  him  down  there : 
^  behold,  the  near  kinsman 
of  whom  Boaz  spake  came 
by;  unto  whom  he  said,  Ro, 
such  a  one!  turn  aside,  sit  down  here. 
Hnd  he  turned  aside,  A  sat  down.r*?Hnd 
he  took  ten  men  of  the  elders  of  the  city, 
and  said.  Sit  ye  down  here,  r*?  Hnd  they 
sat  down.  <&  he  said  unto  the  near  kins- 
man, J^aomi,  that  is  come  again  out  of 
the  country  of  JVIoab,  selleth  the  parcel 
of  land,  which  was  our  brother  Glime- 
lech'si  and  I  thought  to  disclose  it  unto 
thee,  saying.  Buy  it  before  them  that  sit 
here,  and  before  the  elders  of  my  people . 
If  thou  wilt  redeem  it,  redeem  it:  but 
if  thou  wilt  not  redeem  it,  then  tell  me, 
that  X  may  know:  for  there  is  none  tore- 
deem  it  besides  thee;  A  X  am  after  thee. 
Hnd  he  said,  X  will  redeem  it.  ^  Chen 
said  Boaz,r«?CClhat  day  thou  buyest  the 
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field  of  the  hand  of  jVaomi,  thou  must 
buy  it  also  of  Ruth  the  jMoabitess,  the 
wife  of  the  dead^  to  raise  up  the  name  of 
the  dead  upon  his  inheritance.^Hnd  the 
near  kinsman  said,  X  cannot  redeem  it 
for  myself,  lest  X  mar  mine  own  inher- 
itance: takethoumyrightof  redemption 
on  thee;  f  or  Xcannotredeemit.  f^owthis 
was  the  custom  in  former  time  in  Isra- 
el concerning  redeeming  and  concerning 
exchanging,  for  to  confirm  all  things;  a 
man  drew  off  his  shoe,  <&  gave  it  to  his 
neighbour:  and  this  was  the  manner  of 
attestation  in  Israel.  80  the  near  kins- 
man said  unto  Boaz,  Buy  it  for  thyself. 
Hnd  he  drew  off  his  shoe.  ^Hnd  Boaz 
said  unto  the  elders,  <&  unto  all  the  peo- 
ple, Y^  are  witnesses  this  day,  that  I 
have  bought  all  that  was  eiimelech^s, 
and  all  that  was  Chilion's  &  jMahlon's, 
of  the  handof  JSTaomi.^  [Moreover  Ruth 
the  JVIoabitess,  the  wife  of  jVIahlon,  have 

32 


Ipurcbascdto  bemy  wif  c,to  raise  up  the 
name  of  the  dead  upon  his  inheritance, 
that  the  name  of  the  dead  be  not  cut  off 
from  among  his  brethren,  <&  from  the 
gate  of  his  place:  ye  are  witnesses  this 
day,  Hnd  all  the  people  that  were  in  the 
gate,  <&  the  elders,  said,  CCle  are  witness- 
es.^Che  Lord  make  the  woman  that  is 
come  into  thine  house  like  Rachel  <&  like 
Leah,  which  two  did  build  the  house  of 
Israel:  and  do  thou  worthily  in  Sphra- 
thah,  and  be  famous  in  Bethlehem:  and 
let  thy  house  be  like  the  house  of  perez, 
whom  Camar  bare  unto  'Judah,  of  the 
seed  which  the  Lord  shall  give  thee  of 
this  young  woman.  80  Boaztook  Ruth, 
and  she  became  his  wife;  and  he  went  in 
unto  her,  and  the  Lord  gave  her  concep- 
tion, A  she  bare  a  son.^Hnd  the  women 
said  unto  f^aomi,  Blessed  be  the  Lord, 
which  hath  not  left  thee  this  day  with- 
out a  near  kinsman,  and  let  his  name  be 
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famous  in  Xsracl^^Hnd  he  shall  be  un- 
to thee  a  restorer  of  life,  <&  a  nourisher 
of  thine  old  age  :^  for  thy  daughter  in 
law,  which  loveth  thee,  which  is  better 
to  thee  than  seven  sons, hath  borne  him* 
Hnd  JSTaomi  took  the  child,  and  laid  it  in 
her  bosom,  and  became  nurse  unto  \t.^ 
Hnd  the  women  her  neighbours  gave  it  a 
name,  saying,  Chereisasonbornto  f^a- 
omi;  and  they  called  his  name  Obed:  he 
is  the  father  of  'Jesse,  the  father  of  Da- 
vid.^]^ow  these  are  the  generations  of 
perez:  perez  begat  Rezron;  and  f)ezron 
begat  Ram,  <St  Ram  begat  Hmminadab; 
Sl  Hmminadab  begat  JVahshon,  <&  |Vah- 
shon  begat  Salmon;  and  Salmon  begat 
Boaz,<&Boaz  begat  Obed;  &  Obed  be- 
gat 3esse,  and  'Jesse  begat  David. 
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CRHpCeR  L/>?Hbasucru9  mahctb  a 
feast./*? Re  sendeth  for  Yashti^^^who 
refusetb  to  come.^Cbe  king  is  coun- 
selled to  put  ber  away.  ^  Ris  decree. 


rneBOOKOfestTReR 

P^  it  came  to  paee  in 
the  da>^  of  Hbasuer- 
U8,  (this  is  Hhasuerus 
which  reigned,/*?  from 
India  even  unto  Gthi- 
opia,  over  an  hundred 
and  seven  and  twenty 
provinces:)  ^that  in  those  days,  when 
the  hing  Hhasuerus  sat  on  the  throne  of 
his  kingdom,  which  was  in  Shushan  the 
palace,/«?in  the  third  year  of  his  reign, 
he  made  a  feast  unto  all  his  princes  and 
his  servants;  the  power  of  persia  and 
JMedia,  the  nobles  <fit  princes  of  the  pro- 
vinces, being  before  him:  when  he  shew- 
ed the  riches  of  his  glorious  kingdom 
and  the  honour  of  his  excellent  majesty 
many  days,  even  an  hundred  and  four- 
score days.r*?Hnd  when  these  days  were 
fulfilled,  the  hing  made  a  feast  unto  all 
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the  people  that  were  present  in  Shushan 
the  palace,  both  great  and  small,  seven 
days,  in  the  court  of  the  garden  of  the 
hinges  palace;  r«?there  were  hangings  of 
white  cloth,ofgreen,andofblue,fa8ten- 
ed  with  cords  of  fine  linen  and  purple 
to  silver  rings  and  pillars  of  marble: 
the  couches  were  of  gold  and  silver,  up- 
on a  pavement  of  red,  St  white,  ^  yel- 
low, and  black  marble.r*?Hnd  they  gave 
them  drink  in  vessels  of  gold,  (the  ves- 
sels being  diverse  one  from  another,)  ^ 
royal  wine  in  abundance,r*?according  to 
the  bounty  of  the  king.^Hnd  the  drink- 
ing was  according  to  the  law;  nonecould 
compel:r«?f  or  so  the  king  had  appointed 
to  all  the  officers  of  his  house,  r*?  that 
they  should  do  according  to  every  man's 
plea6ure.r*?Hlso  Vashti  the  queen  made 
af  east  for  the  women  in  the  royal  house 
which  belonged  to  king  Hhasuerus.,*? 
On  the  seventh  day,r«?when  the  heart  of 

40 


the  king  was  merry  with  wine,  he  com- 
manded JVIehuman,  Biztba,  I>arbona,r*? 
Bigtba,  and  Hbagtba,  Zetbar,  <&  Carcas, 
the  seven  cbamberlains  tbat  ministered 
in  tbe  presence  of  Hbasuerus  tbe  king, 
tobring  Yasbtitbequeen  before  tbe  king 
witb  tbe  crown  royal,  to  sbew  tbe  peo- 
ples and  tbe  princes  ber  beauty :/«?  for 
sbe  was  fair  to  look  on.^Buttbequeen 
Tasbti  refused  to  come  ,»^  at  tbe  king^s 
commandment  by  tbe  cbamberlains  t^*? 
therefore  was  tbe  king  very  wrotb,  and 
bisanger  burned  in  bim.^Cbentbeking 
said  to  tbe  wise  men,  wbicb  knew  tbe 
times,r«?(f  or  so  was  tbe  king^s  manner 
toward  all  tbat  knew  law  <St  judgement; 
and  tbe  next  unto  bim  was  Carsbena, 
Sbetbar,  Hdmatba,/«?Carsbisb,  )Meres, 
JVIarsena,  <&  JVIemucan,  tbe  seven  princes 
of  Persia  and  )Vledia,^wbicb  saw  tbe 
king's  face,  Sl  sat  first  in  tbe  kingdom:) 
^bat  shall  we  do  unto  tbe  queen  Yasbti 
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according  to  law,/?bccau9c  she  hatb  not 
done  the  bidding  of  the  hing  Hhasuerus 
by  the  chamberlains?/^  Hnd  JMemucan 
answered  before  the  king  &  the  princes, 
Yashti  the  queen  hath  not  done  wrong 
to  the  king  only,  but  also  to  all  the  princ- 
es, <&  to  all  the  peoples  that  are  in  all  the 
provinces  of  the  king  Hhasuerus.^  for 
this  deed  of  the  queen  shall  come  abroad 
unto  all  women,  ^  to  make  their  hus- 
bands contemptible  in  their  eyes,  when 
it  shall  be  reported.^Che  king  Hhasue- 
rus commanded  Yashti  the  queen  to  be 
brought  in  before  him,  ^  but  she  came 
notr^Hnd  this  day  shall  the  princesses 
of  Persia  and  JMedia  which  have  heard 
of  the  deed  of  the  queen  say  the  like  unto 
all  the  king's  princes.r*?So  shall  there 
arise  much  contempt  <St  wrath./*? If  it 
please  the  king,  let  there  go  forth  a  royal 
commandment  from  him,  and  let  it  be 
written  among  the  laws  of  the^^^pers- 
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tans  <&  the  JMcdes,  that  it  be  not  altered, 
that  Tashti  come  no  more  before  king 
Hhasuerus;  <St  let  the  king  give  her  royal 
estate  unto  another  that  is  better  than 
she.^iSt  when  the  king's  decree  which  he 
shall  make  shall  be  published  through- 
out all  his  kingdom,  (for  it  is  great,)  all 
the  wives  shall  give  to  their  husbands 
honour,  both  to  great  and  smalt^Hnd 
the  saying  pleased  the  king  <&  the  princ- 
es; &  the  king  did  according  to  the  word 
of  )Memucan:^for  he  sent  letters  into 
all  the  king's  provinces,  into  every  pro- 
vince according  to  the  writing  thereof, 
and  to  every  people  after  their  language, 
that  every  man  should  bear  rule  in  his 
own  house,r«?and  should  publish  it  ac- 
cording to  the  language  of  his  people.^ 
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CRHpCeR  H.^H  queen  to  be  chosen 
instead  of  Yasbti.  ^  Gstber  is  pref  er- 
red.,^8be  is  made  queen. ^JMordecai^s 
service  to  tbe  king  recorded. 


>fCeR  these  things,  when 
the  wrath  of  king  Hhasue- 
rus  was  pacified,  he  remem- 
bered Yashti,and  what  she 
had  done,and  what  was  de- 
creed against  her.^Chen  said  the  king^s 
servants  that  ministered  unto  him,  Let 
there  be  fair  young  virgins  sought  for 
the  kingt^and  let  the  king  appoint  of- 
ficers in  all  the  provinces^of  his  king- 
dom, that  they  may  gather  together  all 
the  fair  young  virgins  unto  Shushan  the 
palace,  to  the  house  of  the  women,  unto 
the  custody  of  Regain  the  king^s  cham- 
berlain, keeper  of  the  women  ;r*?  and  let 
their  things<^f or  purification  be  given 
them:^<&  let  the  maiden  which  pleaseth 
the  king  be  queen  instead  of  Yashti,^ 
Hnd  the  thing  pleased  the  king;  <&  he  did 
so./?Chere  was  a  certain  'Jew  in  6hus- 
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ban  the  palace^  whose  name  was  )Mor- 
decai,  the  son  of  'Jair,  the  son  of  Shimei, 
the  son  of  Kish,  a  Benjamtte;  /^  who 
had  been  carried  away  from  'Jerusalem 
with  the  captives  which  had  been  carri- 
ed away  with  'Jeconiah  king  of  ^uclah, 
whom^lHebuchadnezzar  ther*?kingof 
Babylon  had  carried  away,^/«?Hnd  he 
brought  up  Radassah,  that  is,  Gsther, 
his  uncle^s  daughter:  for  she  had  neither 
father  nor  mother,  and  the  maiden  was 
fair  and  beautiful;  and  when  her  father 
and  mother  were  dead,  jMordecai  took 
her  for  his  own  daughter.^So  it  came 
to  pass,  when  the  king's  commandment 
and  his  decree  was  heard,  ^  and  when 
many  maidens  were  gathered  together 
unto  8hushan  the  palace,  to  the  custody 
of  I>egai,^that  Esther  was  taken  into 
the  king's  house,  to  the  custody  of  Re- 
gai,r«?keeper  of  the  women.  r*^Hnd  the 
maiden  pleased  him,r*?and  she  obtained 
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kindness  of  him;^and  he  speedily  gave 
ber  ber  things  for  purification^  with  her 
portions,  and  the  seven  maidens,  which 
were  meet  to  be  given  her,^out  of  the 
hinges  bouse: r*? and  be  removed  her  and 
her  maidens  to  the  best  place /«^  of  the 
bouse  of  the  women.  ^  Esther  bad  not 
shewed  her  people  nor  her  kindred: /«? 
for  JVIordecai  bad  charged  ber  that  she 
should  not  shew  it.  ^  <&  )VIordecai  walk- 
ed every  day  ^  before  the  court  of  the 
women's  bouse, ^ to  know  how  Gstber 
did,^and  what  should  become  of  her. 
J^o  w  when  the  turn  of  every  maiden  was 
come  to  go  in  to  king  Hhasuerus,r*?after 
that  it  bad  been  done  to  her  according  to 
the  law  for  the  women,  twelve  months, 
(for  so  were  the  days  of  their  purifica- 
tions accomplished,  to  wit,  six  months 
with  oil  of  myrrh,  and  six  months  with 
sweet  odours,r«?and  with  the  things  for 
the  purifying  of  the  women,)  ,*?  then  in 
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this  wiQc  came  tbc  maiden  unto  the  king, 
whatsoever  she  desired  was  given  her 
to  go  with  her  out  of  the  house  of  the 
women  unto  the  hinges  house./^In  the 
evening  she  went, r*^  and  on  the  morrow 
she  returned  into  the  second  house  of 
the  women,  r*?  to  the  custody  of  Shaash- 
gaz,  the  king's  chamberlain,  which  kept 
the  concubines:/? she  came  in  unto  the 
king  no  more,  except  the  king  delighted 
in  her,  and  that  she  were  called  by  name. 
^J^ow  when  the  turn  of  8sther,(^the 
daughter  of  Hbihail  the  uncle  of  JVIorde- 
cai,  who  had  taken  her  for  his  daughter, 
was  come  to  go  in  unto  the  king,  ^  she 
required  nothing^ but  what  Regai  the 
king's  chamberlain,  r*?  the  keeper  of  the 
women,  appointed.  ^  <St  Ssther  obtain- 
ed favour  in  the  sight  of  all  them  that 
looked  upon  her.^80  Bsther  was  taken 
unto  king  Hhasuerus  into  his  house  roy- 
al in  the  tenth  month,  which  is  the  month 
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Ccbctht  in  the  seventh  year  of  his  reign. 
Hnd  the  king  loved  Gsther  above  all  the 
women,  <&  she  obtained  grace  and  favour 
in  his  sight  more  than  all  the  virgins;  so 
that  he  set  the  royal  crown  upon  her  head, 
&.  made  her  queen  instead  of  Yashti.^ 
Chen  the  king  made  a  great  feast  unto 
all  his  princes  and  his  servants,^ even 
esther's  feast;  and  he  made  a  release  to 
the  provinces,  and  gave  gifts,  according 
to  the  bounty  of  the  king. ,«? Hnd  when 
the  virgins  were  gathered  together  the 
second  time,  ^  then  JMordecai  sat  in  the 
king^s  gate.r*^6sther  hadnotyetshewed 
her  kindred  nor  her  people;  as  JMordecai 
had  charged  her:  for  6sther  did  the  com- 
mandment of  JMordecai,  like  as  when  she 
was  brought  up  with  him.  ^  In  those 
days,  while  )VIordecai  sat  in  the  king's 
gate,r*?two  of  the  king's  chamberlains, 
Bigthan  <&  Ceresh,  of  those  which  kept 
the  door,  were  wroth,  and  sought  to  lay 
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hands  on  tbc  kingHbasucrus.r^^Hnd  the 
thing  was  known  to  JMordccai,  ^  who 
shewed  it  unto  Gsther  the  queen ;^and 
esther  told  the  king  thereof  in  jVIorde- 
cai^s  nanie./*?Hnd  when  inquisition  was 
made  of  the  matter,  <&  it  was  found  to 
be  so,  they  were  both  hanged  on  a  tree: 
and  it  was  written/? in  the  book  of  the 
chronicles  before  the  king. 
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CRHpCeRltl.^  Raman's  promo- 
tion, JMordccai  r ef  uecth  to  do  him  rever- 
ence. ^  Raman  seeketh  revenge.  ^  Re 
obtainetb  a  decree  of  the  king  to  destroy 
the  7«ws. 


'  fCeR  these  things  did  king 
Hhasuerus  promote  Ram- 
an the  son  of  Rammedatha 
the  Hgagite,  and  advanced 
him,  and  set  his  seat  above 
all  the  princes  that  were  with  him.^<& 
all  the  king^s  servants,  that  were  in  the 
king's  gate,  bowed  down,  and  did  rever- 
ence to  Raman:  for  the  king  had  so  com- 
manded concerning  him.  But  jMordecai 
bowed  not  down,  nor  did  him  reverence. 
Chen  the  king's  servants,  that  were  in 
the  king's  gate,  said  unto  )VIordecai, 
CClhy  transgressest  thou  the  king'scom- 
mandment?  f^ow  it  came  to  pass,  when 
they  spake  daily  unto  him,  and  he  heark- 
ened not  unto  them,  that  they  told  Ra- 
man, to  see  whether  JMordecai's  matters 
would  stand :  for  he  had  told  them  that 
he  was  a  'Jew.^Hnd  when  Raman  saw 
that  IMordecai  bowed  not  down,  nor  did 
him  reverence,  then  was  Raman  full  of 
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wratb.^But  he  thought  scorn  to  lay 
hands  on  JMordccai  alone;  for  they  had 
shewed  him  the  people  of  JMordecai: 
wherefore  Daman  sought  to  destroy  all 
the  'Jews  that  were  throughout  the 
whole  kingdom  of  Hhasuerus,  even  the 
people  of  jNIordecai.  In  the  first  month, 
which  is  the  month  ptisan,  in  the  twelfth 
year  of  king  Hhasuerus,  they  cast  pur, 
that  is,  the  lot,  before  Raman  from  day 
to  day,  and  from  month  to  month,  to  the 
twelfth  month,  which  is  the  month 
Hdar.^A  Raman  said  unto  king  Hhas- 
uerus,  Chere  is  a  certain  people  scatter- 
ed abroad  and  dispersed  among  the  peo- 
ples in  all  the  provinces  of  thy  kingdom; 
&  their  laws  are  diverse  from  those  of 
every  people;  neitherkeep  they  the  king's 
laws:  therefore  it  is  not  for  the  king's 
profit  to  suffer  them.^Xf  it  please  the 
king,  let  it  be  written  that  they  be  de- 
stroyed: ^  X  will  pay  ten  thousand  tal- 
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cnts  of  silver  into  the  hands  of  those 
that  have  the  charge  of  the  kingf  s  busi- 
ness, to  bring  it  into  the  king's  treasur- 
ies.^<&  the  king  took  his  ring  from  his 
hand,  and  gave  it  unto  Raman  the  son 
of  Rammedatha  the  Hgagite,  the  'Jews' 
enemy.  ^&  the  king  said  unto  Raman, 
Che  silver  is  given  to  thee,  the  people  al- 
so, to  do  with  them  as  it  seemeth  good 
to  thee.^Chen  were  the  king's  scribes 
called  in  the  first  month,  on  the  thir- 
teenth day  thereof,  <&  there  was  written 
according  to  all  that  Raman  command- 
ed unto  the  king's  satraps,  and  to  the 
governors  that  were  over  every  prov- 
ince, <&  to  the  princes  of  every  people;  to 
every  province  according  to  the  writing 
thereof,  and  to  every  people  after  their 
language;  in  the  name  of  king  Hhasuer- 
us  was  it  written,  &  it  was  sealed  with 
the  king's  ring.^<St  letters  were  sent  by 
posts  into  all  the  king's  provinces,  to 
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destroy,  to  slay,  and  to  cause  to  perish, 
all  JcwQf  both  young  Sl  old,  little  child- 
ren and  women,  in  one  day,  even  upon 
the  thirteenth  day  of  the  twelfth  month, 
which  is  the  month  Hdar,  &  to  take  the 
spoil  of  them  for  a  prey.  H  copy  of  the 
writing,  that  the  decree  should  be  given 
out  in  every  province,  was  published  un- 
to all  the  peoples,  that  they  should  be 
ready  against  that  day.  Che  posts  went 
forth  in  haste  by  the  hinges  command- 
ment, <&  the  decree  was  given  out  in  8hu- 
shan  the  palace:  and  the  king  and  Daman 
sat  down  to  drink;  but  the  city  of  8hu- 
shan  was  perplexed. 
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CRHpCeR  lY.^Chc  Uinentation  of 
IMordccai  <&  the  'Jcws.^ Gstber  itiquir- 
ctb  the  cause  thereof.  ^  )Mordecai 
maketh  it  known  to  her,  <St  urgeth  her  to 
intercede  with  the  kingf  or  her  people./^ 
She  consenteth,  <&  appointeth  a  fast.  /? 


)OCCl  when  JMordccai  knew 
all  that  was  done,  JMordecai 
rent  bis  clothes,  and  put  on 
sackcloth  with  ashes,  and 
went  out  into  the  midst  of 
the  city,  and  cried  with  a  loud  <&  a  bitter 
cry:  and  he  came  even  before  the  kingfs 
gate :  for  none  might  enter  within  the 
king's  gate  clothed  with  sackcloth.^<S^ 
in  every  province, r*?  whithersoever  the 
king's  commandment  &  his  decree  came, 
there  was  great  mourningr*l?among  the 
7ews,<&  fasting,  <&  weeping,  &  wailing; 
and  many  lay  in  sackcloth  and  ashes./? 
Hnd  6sther's  maidens  and  her  chamber- 
lains came  and  told  it  her;  &  the  queen 
was  exceedingly  grieved  t/^and  she  sent 
raiment  to  clothe  jMordecai,  and  to  take 
his  sackcloth  from  off  himr^but  he  re- 
ceived it  not.  ^  Chen  called  Gsther  for 
Rathach,oneofthe  king's  chamberlains, 
whom  he  had  appointed  to  attend  upon 
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her,  and  charged  him  to  go  to  JMordccai, 
to  know  what  this  was,  <&  why  it  was* 
So  Rathach  went  forth  to  )VIordecai  un- 
to the  broad  place  of  the  city,^  which 
was  before  the  king's  gate.  Hnd  jMorde- 
cai  told  him^of  all  that  had  happened 
unto  him,  <St  the  exact  sum  of  the  money 
that  Raman  had  promised  to  pay  to  the 
king's  treasuries  for  the  Tfcws^^^to  de- 
stroy them.  Hlso  he  gave  him  the  copy 
of  the  writingr*?of  the  decree  that  was 
given  out  in  Shushan  to  destroy  them, 
to  shew  it  unto  Bsther,  <&  to  declare  it 
untoher;  <Stto  charge  her  that  sheshould 
go  in  unto  the  king,  to  make  supplica- 
tion unto  him,&  to  make  request  before 
him,  for  her  people.  Hnd  Rathach  came 
and  told  Bsther  the  words  of  JMordecai. 
Chen  Gsther  spake  unto  Rathach,  and 
gave  him  a  message  unto  jMordecai,  say- 
ing: ^Hll  the  king's  servants,  and  the 
people  of  the  king's  provinces,  do  know, 
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that  whosoever,^  whether  man  or  wo- 
man, shall  come  unto  the  king  into  the 
inner  court,r*?who  is  not  called,  there  is 
one  law  for  him,  that  he  be  put  to  death, 
except  such  to  whom  the  king  shall  hold 
out  the  golden  sceptre,  that  he  may  live: 
but  I  haver*?  not  been  called  to  come  in 
unto  the  king  these  thirty  days.^Hnd 
they  told  to  jVIordecai  Gsther's  words. 
/^Chen  JVIordecai  bade  them  return  an- 
swer unto  esther,  Chink  not  with  thy- 
self that  thou  shalt  escape  in  the  king's 
house,  more  than  all  the  Jcxx^Q./^for  if 
thou  altogether  boldest  thy  peace  at  this 
time,r*?then  shall  relief  and  deliverance 
arise  to  the  Tfews  f  rom^another  place, 
but  thou  <St  thy  father's  house  shall  per- 
ish: and  who  knoweth  whether  thou  art 
not  come  to  the  kingdom  for  such  a  time 
as  this?r^Chen  Bsther  bade  them  return 
answer  unto  )VIordecai,r*?6o,  gather  to- 
gether all  the  'Je wsr*?that  are  present  in 
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Bhushan,  and  fast  ye  for  mc,  and  neith- 
er eat  nor  drinh  three  da>^s,  ^  night  or 
day:  X  also  and  xt\y  maidens  will  fast  in 
like  manner;  &  so  will  I  go  in  unto  the 
hing,  which  is  not  according  to  the  law: 
and  if  I  perish,  I  perish.r*?Bo  jMordecai 
went  his  way,  and  did  according  to  all 
that  6sther  had  commanded  him. 
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CRHpCeR  V.^Gsthcr,  venturing  to 
go  to  the  king,  obtaineth  bis  favour,  and 
invitctb  tbc  king  <&  Raman  toabanquet. 
^8be,  being  encouraged  by  tbe  king,  in- 
viteth  tbem  to  another  banquet  the  nejct 
day./? Raman  repineth  at  the  contempt 
of)Mordecai./*?RebuildethagaUow9for 
him.r*? 


)OUl  it  came  to  pass  on  the 
third  day^  that  6stbcr  put 
on  bcr  royal  apparel,  and 
stood  in  the  inner  court  of 
the  king^s  house,^over 
against  the  hinges  house:  A  the  hing  sat 
upon  his  royal  throne  in  the  royal  house, 
over  against  the  entrance  of  the  house. 
^  it  was  so,  when  the  king  saw  8sther 
the  queen  standing  in  the  court,  that  she 
obtained  favour  in  his  sight:  <St  the  king 
held  out  to  Gsther  the  golden  sceptre 
that  was  in  his  hand.^So  Gsther  drew 
near,  and  touched  the  top  of  the  sceptre. 
Chen  said  the  king  unto  her,  CClhat  wilt 
thou,  queen  Esther?  and  what  is  thy  re- 
quest? it  shall  be  given  thee  even  to  the 
half  of  the  kingdom.  <St  Gstber  said.  If 
it  seem  good  unto  the  king,  let  the  king 
Sir  Raman  come  this  day  unto  the  ban- 
quet that  I  have  prepared  for  him.  Chen 
the  king  said.  Cause  Raman  to  make 
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haste,  /«?  that  it  may  be  done  as  Gsther 
hath  said.  So  the  hing  and  Raman  came 
to  the  banquet  that  Gsther  had  prepar- 
ed.r«?Hnd  the  king  said  unto  Gsther  at 
the  banquet  of  wine,  Cdhat  is  thy  peti- 
tion? &  it  shall  be  granted  thee:  <&  what 
is  thy  request?^ even  to  the  half  of  the 
kingdom  it  shall  be  perf  ormed.^Chen 
answered  6sther,  and  said,  )My  petition 
and  my  request  is:^r*^if  I  have  found 
favour  in  the  sight  of  the  king,  and  if  it 
please  the  king  to  grant  my  petition,  <& 
to  perform  my  request,  let  the  king  and 
Raman  come  to  the  banquet  that  I  shall 
prepareforthem,AIwilldo  to-morrow 
as  the  king  hathsaid.r«^hen  went  Ram- 
an forth  that  day  ^  joyful  and  glad  of 
heart:  but  when  Raman  saw  JMordecai  in 
the  king's  gate,  that  he  stood  not  up  nor 
movedforhim,he  was  filled  with  wrath 
against  )VIordecai.r«?]^evertheles8  Ram- 
an refrained  himself,  and  went  home;,*^? 
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and  be  sent  and  fetched  bis  friends  and 
Zeresb  bis  wif  e.^Hnd  Raman  recount- 
ed unto  tbem  tbe  glory  of  bis  ricbes,and 
tbe  multitude  of  bis  children,  and  all  tbe 
things  wherein  the  king  had  promoted 
bim,andbow  be  bad  advanced  himabove 
tbe  princes  and  servants  of  tbe  king,^ 
Daman  said  moreover,  Y^^t  Bstber  tbe 
queen  did  let  no  man  come  in  with  tbe 
king  unto  the  banquet  that  she  bad  pre- 
pared but  myself; /«?<&  to-morrow  also 
am  I  invited  by  her  togetber^with  tbe 
king.r*?Y^t  all  this  availetb  me  nothing, 
solongasIseeJMordecai  tbe  'Jew  sitting 
at  tbe  king^s  gate.  Chen  said  Zeresb  bis 
wife  <St  all  bis  friends  unto  him.  Let  a 
gallows  be  made  of  fifty  cubits  high,  A 
in  tbe  morning  speak  thou  unto  tbe  king 
that  IVTordecai  may  be  hanged  thereon  :^ 
then  go  thou  in  merrily  with  tbe  king  un- 
tothebanquet.HndthethingpleasedRa- 
man;  ^becausedthe  gallows  to  be  made. 
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in  thechronicUsof  the  good  service  done 
by  jMordecai,  providetb  for  bis  reward. 
/^Raman,  coming  to  ask  that  [Mordecai 
might  be  hanged^  unawares  giveth  coun- 
sel that  be  might  do  him  honour.^  Com- 
plaining of  bis  misfortune,bi8  friends 
predict  bis  fall.^ 


Il^  that  night  could  not  the 
king  sleep;  A  he  command- 
ed to  bring  the  book  of  re- 
cords of  the  chronicles,  and 
they  were  read^bef  ore  the 
king.^Hnd  it  was  found  written,  that 
JMordecai^had  told  of  ^Bigthana  and 
Ceresh,two  of  the  king^s  chamberlains, 
of  those  that  kept  the  door,  ^  who  had 
sought  to  lay  hands  on  the  king  Hhasue- 
rus.^Hnd  the  king  said,  dhat  honour 
and  dignity  hath  been  done  to  JMordecai 
for  this?  Chen  said  the  king's  servants 
that  ministered  untohim,Chere  is  noth- 
ing done  for  him.r*^Hnd  the  king  said, 
Cdho  is  in  the  court?^I^ow  Raman  was 
come  into  theout  wardcourt  of  the  king's 
house,^to  speak  unto  the  king  to  hang 
JVIordecai  on  the  gallows  r*?  that  he  had 
prepared  for  him.^^Hnd  the  king's  ser- 
vants said  unto  him,^ Behold,  Raman 
etandethinthe  court.  Hnd  the  king  said, 
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Let  him  come  in.^So  Raman  came  in. 
End  the  king  said  unto  him,  ^hat  shall 
be  done  unto  the  man  whom  the  hing  de- 
lighteth  to  honour?^)Vow  Raman  said 
in  his  heart,  Co  whom  would  the  king 
delight  to  do  honour  more  than  to  my- 
self ?^Hnd  Raman  said  unto  the  king, 
for  the  man  whom  the  king  delighteth 
to  honour,  let  royal  apparel  be  brought 
which  the  king  useth  to  wear,^and  the 
horse  that  the  king  rideth  upon,  and  on 
the  head  of  which  a  crown  royal  is  set: 
<&  let  the  apparel  ^  the  horse  be  deliver- 
ed to  the  hand  of  one  of  the  king's  most 
noble  princes,  that  they  may  array  the 
man  withal  whom  the  king  delighteth 
to  honour,  <St  cause  him  to  ride  on  horse- 
back through  the  street  of  the  city,  and 
proclaim  before  him,/?Chus  shall  it  be 
done  to  the  man  whom  the  king  delight- 
eth to  honour.^Chen  the  king  said  to 
Raman,  JMake  haste,  ^  take  the  apparel 
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and  the  horse,  as  thou  hast  said,  and  do 
even  so  to  JMordecai  the 'Jew,  that  sitteth 
at  the  king's  gate:  let  nothing  fail  of  all 
that  thou  hast  spoken.  Chen  took  Ram- 
an the  apparel  and  the  horse,  &  arrayed 
JVIordecai,  <&  caused  him  to  ride  through 
the  street  of  the  city,r*?and  proclaimed 
before  him,^Chus  shall  it  be  done  unto 
the  man  whom  the  king/?delighteth  to 
honour.^Hnd  [Vlordecai  came  again  to 
the  king^s  gate.^^^But  Raman  hasted  to 
his  house,  mourning  <&  having  his  head 
covered.^Hnd  Raman  recounted  unto 
Zeresh  his  wife  <&  all  his  friends  every 
thing  that  had  befallen  him.  Chen  said 
his  wise  men  and  Zeresh  his  wife  unto 
him,<^If  jMordccai,  before  whom  thou 
hast  begun  to  fall,  be  of  the  seed  of  the 
7ews,r«?thou  shalt  not  prevail  against 
him,  but  shalt  surely  fall  before  him. 
Cdhile  they  were  yet  talking  with  him, 
came  the  king's  chamberlains,  ^hasted 
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to  bring  Raman  unto  the  banquet  that 
esther  had  prepared. 
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CRHpCeR  YII.  ^  esthcnentcrtain- 
iiig  the  king  and  Raman,  plcadcth  for  bcr 
own  life  <&  for  that  of  ber  people,  r*^  8be 
accusetb  Raman.^Cbe  king  in  bis  anger 
commandetb  Raman  tobe  bangedontbe 
gallows  made  for  )VIordecai./? 


JO  the  king  and  Ratnan  came 
to  banquet  with  Gsther  the 
queen. ^Hnd  the  king  said 
again  untOr^^Gsther  on  the 
second  day  at  the  banquet 
of  wine,^CClhat  is  thy  petition,  queen 
6sther?  and  it  shall  be  granted  thee:  <Qt 
what  is  thy  request ?^even  to  the  half 
of  the  kingdom  it  shall  be  performed.^ 
Chen  Ssther  the  queen  answered  <&  said, 
r*?If  X  have  found  favor  in  thy  sight,  O 
king,  and  if  it  please  the  king,  let  my  life 
be  given  me  at  my  petition,  and  my  peo- 
ple at  my  request  t^*?  for  we  are  sold,  I 
and  my  people,  to  be  destroyed, ,«?  to  be 
slain,  and  to  perish.  But  if  we  had  been 
sold  for  bondmen  and  bondwomen,^*?! 
had  held  my  peace,  although  the  advers- 
ary could  not  have  compensated  for  the 
king's  damage.^ Chen  spake  the  king 
Hhasuerus^and  said  unto  Gsther  the 
queen,  Cdho  is  he,  and  where  is  he,  that 
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durst  presume  in  his  heart  to  do  so?/? 
Hnd  Ssther  said,  Hn  adversary  and  an 
enemy,  even  this  wicked  Raman.  Chen 
Daman  was  afraid  before  the  king  and 
the  queen.^Hnd  the  king  arose  in  his 
wrath  from  the  banquet  of  wine /«?  and 
went  into  the  palace  garden:  and  Raman  • 
stood  up  to  make  request  for  his  life  to 
€sther  the  queen;  for  he  saw  that  there 
was  evil  determined  against  him  by  the 
kingr*?Chen  the  king  returned  out  of  the 
palace  garden  into  the  place  of  the  ban- 
quet of  wine;  r*? and  Raman  was  fallen 
upon  the  couch  whereon  Gsther  was.^*? 
Chen  said  the  king,TOll  he  even  force 
the  queen  before  me  in  the  house  ?/*?Hs 
the  word  went  out  of  the  king's  mouth, 
they  covered  Raman's  f  ace.^Chen  said 
Rarbonah,  one  of  the  chamberlains  that 
were  before  the  king,r*?Behold  also,  the 
gallowsfifty  cubits  high,  which  Raman 
hath  made  for  ]VIordecai,,«?who  spake 
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good  for  the  king,  standeth  in  the  house 
of  Raman.  ^Hnd  the  king  said,  Rang 
him  thereon.r*?8o  they  hanged  Raman 
on  the  gallows  that  he  had  prepared  for 
)VIordecai.^Chen  was  the  king's  wrath 
pacified. 
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CRHpCeRTIH-,«?)V[ordccai  is  pro- 
rnotcd-^eethcr  niakctb  euitto  the  king 
to  reverse  Raman^s  letters.  ^  Hbasue- 
rus  givetb  the  'Jews  perttiission  to  de- 
fend themselves./? Che  honour  shewed 
to  JMordecai,  and  the  joy  of  the  j|?ws.  /? 


;  ]^  that  day  did  the  king  Hha- 
sucrus  give  the^ house  of 
Raman  the  'Jews^  enemy ^ 
unto  Sether  the  queen.  Hnd 
jMordecai^came  before  the 
king;  for  Esther  had  told  what  he  was 
unto  her.  ^  Hnd  the  king  took  off  his 
ring,  which  he  had  taken  from  Raman, 
and  gave  it  unto  JMordecai.  Hnd  6sther 
set  JVlordecai  over  the  house  of  Raman. 
Hnd  6sther  spake  yet  again  before  the 
king,  and  fell  down  at  his  feet,  and  be- 
sought him  with  tears  to  put  away  the 
mischief  of  Raman  the  Hgagite,  <&  his 
device  that  he  had  devised  against  the 
'Jews.  Chen  the  king  held  out  to  6sther 
the  golden  sceptre.r*?8o  Bsther  arose,  <St 
stood  before  the  king./?<&  she  said.  If 
it  please  the  king,  and  if  X  have  found 
favour  in  his  sight,  and  the  thing  seem 
right  before  the  king,  and  X  be  pleasing 
in  his  eyes,  let  it  be  written  to  reverse 
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the  Utters  devised  by  Raman  the  son  of 
Dammedatha  the  Hgagite,  ^  which  he 
wrote  to  destroy  the  'J^ws  which  are  in 
all  the  king^s  provinces :  for  how  can  X 
endure  to  see  the  evil  that  shall  come  un- 
to my  people  ?^or  how  can  X  endure  to 
see  the  destruction  of  my  kindred?^ 
Chen  the  king  Hhasuerus  said  unto  6s- 
ther  the  queen  and  to  jMordecai  the  ^ew, 
Behold,  X  have  given  Gsther  the  house 
of  Daman,  and  him  they  have  hanged  up- 
on the  gallows,  because  he  laid  his  hand 
upon  the  Jews*  ^  ^rite  ye  also  to  the 
7ews,  as  it  liketh  you,  in  the  king's  name, 
and  seal  it  with  the  king^s  ring:  for  the 
writing  which  is  written  in  the  king's 
name,  <&  sealed  with  the  king's  ring,  may 
no  man  reverse.  <^  Chen  were  the  king's 
scribes  called  at  that  time,  in  the  third 
month,  which  is  the  month  8ivan,on  the 
three  <&  twentieth  day  thereof;  <St  it  was 
written  according  to  all  that  JVIordecai 
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commanded  unto  the  'Jews^  <&  to  the  sa- 
traps, <St  the  governors  <St  princes  of  the 
provinces  which  are  from  India  unto 
Sthiopia,  an  hundred  twenty  <&  seven 
provinces,  unto  every  province  accord- 
ing to  the  writing  thereof,  <&  unto  every 
people  after  their  language,  and  to  the 
'Jews  according  to  their  writing,  and  ac- 
cording to  their  language.  Hnd  he  wrote 
in  the  name  of  king  Hhasuerus,  ^  sealed 
it  with  the  king^s  ring,  <&  sent  letters  by 
posts  on  horseback,  ^  riding  on  swift 
steeds  that  were  used  in  the  king^s  ser- 
vice, bred  of  the  stud  t^^^wherein  the  king 
granted  the  'Jews  which  were  in  every 
city  to  gather  themselves  together,  and 
to  stand  for  their  life,  ^to  destroy,  to 
slay,  and  to  cause  to  perish,  all  the  pow- 
er of  the  people  and  province  that  would 
assault  them,  their  little  ones  <&  women, 
and  to  take  the  spoil  of  them  for  a  prey, 
upon  one  day  in  all  the  provinces  of  king 
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Hhasucrus, namely,  upon  the  thirteenth 
day  of  the  twelfth  month,  which  is  the 
month  Hdar.  ^  H  copy  of  the  writing, 
that  the  decree  should  be  given  out  in 
every  province,  was  published  unto  all 
the  peoples,  and  that  the  'Jews  should  be 
ready  against  that  day  to  avenge  them- 
selves on  their  enemies,  r*?  80  the  posts 
that  rode  upon  swift  steeds  that  were 
used  in  the  hinges  service  went  out,  be- 
ing hastened  ^  pressed  on  by  the  hinges 
commandment;  <&  the  decree  was  given 
out  in  Shushan  the  palace.  ^  Hnd  JMor- 
decai  went  forth  from  the  presence  of 
the  king  in  royal  apparel  of  blue  <&  white, 
and  with  a  great  crown  of  gold,  <&  with 
a  robe  of  fine  linen  and  purple:  and  the 
city  of  Shushan  shouted  ^  was  glad.^ 
Che  lews  had  light  <&  gladness,  «St  joy 
^  honour.  ^Hnd  in  every  province,  and 
in  every  city,  whithersoever  the  hinges 
commandment  and  his  decree  came,  the 
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'JcwQ  had  gladness  and  joy,  a  feast  and 
a  good  day.  ^  Hnd  many  from  among 
the  peoples  of  the  land  became  jf^ws;  ^ 
for  the  fear  of  the  'Jews  was  fallen  upon 
them. 
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CRHpCeR  IXXbe  lews  (the  rulers 
abetting)  destroy  their  enemies.  Hhas- 
uerus.at  therequestof  Bsther.granteth 
another  day  of  slaughter,  <&  the  destruc- 
tion of  Daman^s  sons.^Che  festival  of 
purim  established.^ 


jOCd  in  tbc  twelfth  iriontb, 
which  is  the  month  Hdar, 
on  the  thirteenth  day  of  the 
same,  when  the  hinges  com- 
mandment and^his  decree 
drew  near  to  be  put  in  execution,^in  the 
day  that  the  enemies  of  the  'Jews  hoped 
to  have  rule  over  them;  whereas  it  was 
turned  to  the  contrary.^that  the  'Jews 
had  rule  over  them  that  hated  them;^ 
the  'Jews  gathered  themselves  together 
in  their  cities  throughout  all  the  provin- 
ces of  the  king  Hhasuerus,  to  lay  hand 
on  such  as  sought  their  hurt:  ^  and  no 
man  could  withstand  them ;  for  the  fear 
of  them  was  fallen  upon  all  the  peoples. 
Hnd  all  the  princes  of  the  provinces,  <& 
the  satraps,  <&  the  governors,  and  they 
that  did  the  king's  business,  helped  the 
'Jews;  because  the  fear  of  JMordecai  was 
fallen  upon  them.^fbr  jVIordecai  was 
great  in  the  king's  house,  and  his  fame 
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went  forth  throughout  all  the  provin- 
ces: for  the  man  JMordecai  waxed  great- 
er and  greater.  ^Hnd  the  Jews  smote 
all  their  enemies  with  the  stroke  of  the 
sword,  ^  with  slaughter  and  destruct- 
ion, and  did  what  they  would  unto  them 
that  hated  them.^Hnd  in  Shushan  the 
palace  the  ^ews  slew  and  destroyed  five 
hundred  men./?Hnd  parshandatha,  A 
Dalphon,  and  Hspatha,  and  poratha,  A 
Hdalia,  and  Hridatha,  and  parmashta, 
and  Hrisai,  and  Hridai,  and  Yaizatha, 
the  ten  sons  of  Raman  the  son  of  Ram- 
medatha,  the  lew's  enemy,  slew  they; 
but  on  the  spoil  they  laid  not  their  hand. 
^On  that  day  the  number  of  those  that 
were  slain  in  Shushan  the  palace  was 
brought  before  the  hing.^Hnd  the  king 
said  unto  Bsther  the  queen,  Che  'Jews 
have  slain  and  destroyed  five  hundred 
men  in  Shushan  the  palace,  and  the  ten 
sons  of  Raman  ;^  what  then  have  they 
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done  in  the  rest  of  the  kingf  9  provinces! 
1^0  w  what  is  thy  petition?^and  it  shall 
be  granted  thee:  or  what  is  thy  request 
further?  <&  it  shall  be  done.^Chen  said 
e8ther,r*?If  it  please  the  king,  let  it  be 
granted  to  the  'Jews  which  are  in  Shus- 
han  to  do  to-morrow^  also  according 
unto  this  day^s  decree,  and  let  Raman^s 
ten  sons  be  hanged  upon  the  gallows.,*? 
^Hnd  the  king  commanded  it  so  to  be 
done:  ^  and  a  decree  was  given  out  in 
Shushan;  and  they  hanged  fiaman^s  ten 
sons.r*?Hnd  the  ^e  ws  that  were  in  Shus- 
han gathered  themselves  together  on  the 
fourteenth  day  also  of  the  month  Hdar, 
and  slew  three  hundred  men  in  Shus- 
han; but  on  the  spoil  they  laid  not  their 
hand.^Hnd  the  other  'Jews  that  were 
in  the  king's  provinces  gathered  them- 
selves together,  <St  stood  for  their  lives, 
and  had  rest  from  their  enemies,/?  and 
slew  of  them  that  hated  them  seventy  ^ 
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five  thousand;  but  on  the  spoil  they  laid 
not  their  hand.r*?Chi9  was  done  on  the 
thirteenth  day  of  the  month  Hdar;  and 
on  the  fourteenth  day  of  the  same  they 
rested,  and  made  it  a  day  of  feasting  ^ 
gladness.  ^  But  the  7^ws  that  were  in 
bhushan  assembled  together  on  the 
thirteenth  day  thereof,  and  on  the  four- 
teenth day  thereof;  and  on  the  fifteenth 
day  of  the  same  they  rested,  and  made  it 
a  day  of  feasting  A  gladness.  ^  there- 
fore do  the  7c  ws  of  the  villages,  ^  that 
dwell  in  the  unwalled  towns,  mahe  the 
fourteenth  day  of  the  month  Hdar  a  day 
of  gladness  &  feasting,  and  a  good  day, 
A  of  sending  portions  one  toanother.^*? 
Hnd  )VIordecai  wrote  these  things,  and 
sent  letters  unto  all  the  'Jews  that  were 
in  all  the  provinces  of  the  king  Hhas- 
uerus,  both  nigh  and  far,  to  enjoin  them 
that  they  should  keep  the  fourteenth  day 
of  the  month  Hdar,  <St  the  fifteenth  day 
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of  the  same,  yearly,  as  the  days  wherein 
the  'Jews  had  rest  from  their  enemies, 
and  the  month  which  was  turned  unto 
them  from  sorrow  to  gladness,  A  from 
mourning  into  a  good  day:  ^  that  they 
should  make  them  days  of  feasting  and 
gladness,  ^  of  sending  portions  one  to 
another,  <St  gifts  to  the  poor.  ^  Hnd  the 
lews  undertook  to  do  as  they  had  begun, 
and  as  JMordecai  had  written  unto  them ; 
because  Raman  the  son  of  Rammedatha, 
the  Hgagite,  the  enemy  of  all  the  7^ws, 
had  devised  against  the  'Jews  to  destroy 
them,  and  had  cast  pur,  that  is,  the  lot, 
to  consume  them,  and  to  destroy  them; 
^  but  when  the  matter  came  before  the 
king,  he  commanded  by  letters  that  his 
wicked  device,  ^  which  he  had  devised 
against  the  'Jews,  should  return  upon 
his  own  head;  and  that  he  and  his  sons 
should  be  hanged  on  the  gallows.^ 
(iUheref  ore  they  called  these  days  pur- 
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